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Cody Albrechtsen, foreground, plays with other musicians during a recent Monday night jam session at Broken Horn Brewing Co.

McCall Monday Music Jams 
Celebrate Second Anniversary

BY DREW DODSON
The Star-News

Jim Beaver flashed a grin 
before unleashing a melodic 
chorus of  fiddles, guitars, 

harmonicas, mandolins and banjos 
at Broken Horn Brewing Company 
on a recent Monday evening. 

“All together now,” he told seven 
other musicians gathered in a circle 
with him. 

Beaver is one of  the founders of  
the group, which meets every Monday 
night at 5 p.m. at the brewery for a 
three-hour bluegrass jam session with 
as many as 20 musicians. 

The jam functions as unrehearsed 
bluegrass, Americana, blues and 
traditional music performed by in-
termediate and advanced musicians, 
with each taking turns selecting songs 
for the group to play. 

“We’re not like a band or anything, 
we’re just a bunch of  people that like 

music,” said Beaver, a Meadows Valley 
resident.

On Oct. 8, the group celebrated 
two years and more than 100 jams at 
Broken Horn, but the group’s roots 
trace back even further. 

Beaver and fellow musicians Glenn 
Gemelli and Jeff  Sheldon began 
playing together about seven years 
ago, but didn’t take their jams public 
until playing at Ice Cream Alley in 
downtown McCall on Sundays during 
summer of  2016. 

Broken Horn then became the 
jam’s permanent home, providing the 
group with an ideal venue to contin-
ue sharing their love of  music with 
others through the winter.

 “Once we started coming here 
(Broken Horn), it really blossomed,” 
said Beaver, noting the increase of  
musicians. 

The venue change also boosted the 
size of  crowds listening to the jams, 
but Gemelli points to the group’s love 

of  music as a key reason the Monday 
night jams have been so successful. 

“It’s more for the joy of  playing 
together than it is for entertaining 
the crowd, although it turns into some 
entertainment too,” said Gemelli, of  
New Meadows. 

Over the years, Gemelli estimates 
at least 70 different musicians from 
McCall and as far away as New En-
gland have participated in the jam. 

Tips received by the musicians are 
donated to the McCall Folklore Society, 
which uses the funds to provide schol-
arships for the Kids Mountain Music 
Camp in McCall each July.

The camp is designed for youths 
aged 8 to 18 and offers lessons 
songwriting, singing and playing 
instruments like the banjo, fiddle, 
mandolin and guitar.

About $2,400 has been raised for 
the camp in the last two years, which 
Gemelli ultimately hopes will help 

See JAM, Page A-2

Cascade votes to sign 
Midas Gold agreement

Pact would form foundation 
funded by mining company

BY MAX SILVERSON 
For The Star-News 

The Cascade City Council voted to 
sign the Stibnite Gold Project Commu-
nity Agreement following a town hall 
meeting on Monday.

Cascade becomes the third entity 
that has voted to sign the agreement, 
said Anne 

Labelle, attorney for Midas Gold.  
Previously, the City of  New Meadows 

and the community of  Yellow Pine have 

agreed to sign, Labelle said.
Decisions to signs are still pending by 

the cities of  McCall, Donnelly, Council 
and Riggins as well as county commis-
sioners in Valley, Adams and Idaho 
counties, she said. 

At the end of  the town hall meeting, 
Cascade Mayor Julie Crosby asked the 
audience for a show of  hands to deter-
mine who was in favor of  signing the 
agreement. Twenty-one people were 
in favor, and two were opposed or un-
decided. 

Questions were raised during the 
meeting about the proposed gold mine’s 
effects on the Cascade’s hospital, 
schools, emergency medical services 

and housing. 
About 250 people will be working at 

the mine at any one time with shifts 
working two weeks on and two weeks 
off, Labelle said.

Labelle emphasized that the 
agreement is  “over and above” all 
commitments for which  the company 
would be bound through the federal 
permitting process.

“This is not meant to cover all project 
impacts,” Labelle said. “If  the mitigating 
dollar amount is ‘X,’ this agreement will 
be on top of  that number.” 

Under the agreement, each commu-
nity that signs on would appoint an 

See MIDAS, Page A-2 

Nez Perce Tribe votes            
to oppose Midas Gold    
Stibnite mine project

The governing body of  the Nez Perce 
Tribe has voted to formally oppose the pro-
posed Stibnite Gold Project in Valley County.

The resolution by the Nez Perce Tribal Ex-
ecutive Committee said the mine, proposed 
by Midas Gold, “poses a threat to the tribe’s 
treaty-reserved resources and the livelihood, 
health, and socio-economic well-being of  Nez 
Perce Tribal members,” a news release said. 

“For the Nez Perce Tribe, the value of  
the land, wildlife, and resources will always 
be worth more than any amount of  gold,” 
committee Chair Shannon F. Wheeler said.

“Damage to our natural resources will 
have long-term impacts on everyone, and 
the impacts will still be felt by people here 
long after the company, and gold, have left 
the country,” Wheeler said. 

The tribe’s Department of  Fisheries 
Resources Management spends $2.5 million 
dollars each year to restore Chinook salmon 

See NEZ PERCE, Page A-2 

20% of Valley 
registered 
voters request 
early ballots
BY MAX SILVERSON 
For The Star-News 

Valley County has sent ballots for early 
voting to 20 percent of  registered voters 
for the Nov. 6 general election.

As of  Tuesday, 1,165 requests for ballots 
had been filled of  6,616 registered voters, 
Valley County Clerk Doug Miller said.

Early voting has been so popular that 
the clerk’s office was forced to order 400 
additional ballots to complement its initial 
order of  1,200 ballot.  

The num-
ber of  ballots 
sent out 
already ex-
ceeds the 1,106 
ballots re-
turned for the 
2012 general 
election and 
the 852 ballots 
returned for 
the 2014 gen-
eral election, 
Miller said. 

The figure falls short of  the the 1,867 
ballots returned for the 2016 general 
election, he said.  

“I would say that there might be a lot 
of  new residents to the 
county that are choosing to vote absentee 
in this election, but I haven’t studied to 
see the amount of  new registrations for 
our area,” Miller said. 

“The other factor is that I think we 
have done a better job of  getting the 
word out that people have the option to 
vote absentee,” he said. 

“It’s nice to have the ability to mail in 
your request, have your ballot sent to you 
at home, and then mail that ballot back to 
us,” Miller said.

The deadline for the clerk’s office to 
receive ballot requests is Friday, and the 
last day to vote early in person at the Valley 
County Courthouse in Cascade is Nov. 2, 
Miller said. 

Photo by Max Silverson/For The Star-News
Valley County Chief Counting Judge Lucille 
Logan tests the ballot counting machine 
that will be used to tally votes in the Nov. 6 
general election.
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I think we have 
done a  better 
job of getting 
the word out 
that people 
have the 
option to vote 
absentee.” 

 — Doug Miller

   Thursday         Friday         Saturday Sunday Monday

                    Cloudy               PM Rain            Showers              Cloudy   Showers
   57/40               55/35              57/33 62/36  46/28

Wednesday, October 17, 2018 through Tuesday, October 23, 2018: 
Date  ‘18 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’17 HIGH LOW PREC. 10/20 69 28 53/24 .00 56 31 .40
10/17 64 26  55/24  .00  60  26 .00 10/21 69 29 53/24 .00 34 25 .38
10/18 65 27  54/24  .00  63  27 .00 10/22 68 29 52/24 .00 46 34 .28
10/19 68 27     54/24     .00         62      30 .00 10/23 55 36 52/24 .04 53 28   .03

FIVE
DAY 
LOOK
AHEAD

Date  ‘18 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’17 HIGH LOW PREC. 

MTD Oct. 2018 precipitation in McCall: 1.29 inches • YTD precip in McCall as of October 23, 2018: 16.80 in. • MTD Oct. 2017 precip in McCall: 1.59 in. • YTD precip in McCall as of Oct. 23, 2017: 23.78 inches
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Jam
(Continued from Page A-1)

carry the jam’s legacy for-
ward.

“It’s a great way for us to 
raise money for a camp that 
teaches young kids to do what 
we’re doing now,” he said.

Broken Horn co-owner 
Jenna Dodge credited the 
jam for meshing well with 
the brewery’s efforts to build 
a “relationship with the local 
community.”

“This just goes hand-in-
hand with that and it’s helped 
develop that relationship 
even further,” Dodge said. 
“Mondays could’ve been hit 
or miss before whereas now 
we always have a decent 
group.”

Patrons of  the brewery 
tout the jam as a unique live 
music event that sets itself  
apart through the casual, 
fun nature of  the jam and 
the sense of  community 
musicians share with guests.

McCall resident Bryant 
Kerrigan has attended the 
jam regularly for about a 
year and enjoys the “laid-
back” atmosphere created 
by both the musicians and 
Broken Horn. 

“It’s nice cause you can 
bring your own food and 
make a potluck out of  it,” 
said Kerrigan, 29, noting 
that he brought chili to that 
evening’s jam. 

Cheryl Knowles of  Mc-
Call has been attending the 
jams weekly with her hus-
band for about two years, but 
continues to be impressed 
with the quality of  the music. 

“The most unique part is 
the wealth of  talent that’s 
right here in town and no-
body knows about them,” 
said Knowles, 60. “It’s the 
best kept local secret.”

For more information 
about participating in the 
jam, contact Gemelli at 
208-630-3985 or cgranch@
frontiernet.net.

Midas
(Continued from Page A-1) 
individual to serve on the 
Stibnite Advisory Council. 
The council will meet reg-
ularly to get updates from 
Midas Gold on the Stibnite 
Gold Project. 

Each of  the communities 
will also appoint one person 
to serve on the Stibnite 
Foundation, a charitable 
community

foundation to be estab-
lished to support projects 
that benefit communities 
surrounding the project. 

The signers also agree to 
submit letters to the Forest 
Service as part of  an effort 
by Midas Gold to encourage 
community participation in 
the permitting process. 

Cascade council mem-
bers were asked if  they 
thought the proposed fund-
ing could be perceived as 
bribery. 

Council members each 
rejected that notion because 
each signing community 
would have no obligation to 
support the project.

“I would say ‘no’ to that,” 
Council member Cynda Her-
rick said. “The only thing 
that could be bought off  is 
the letter . . . and it doesn’t 
say we have to be positive to 
Midas, we can also be nega-
tive to Midas. They are just 
requiring us to participate.” 

“This agreement in no 
way forces us to support or 
not support the project; it’s 
an opportunity,” council 
Member Tom Byrne said. “I 
mean, how many grants do 
we as a city go for to get mon-
ey, what’s the difference?”

 Under the proposed 
agreement, Midas Gold 
would give the Stibnite 
Foundation cash and compa-

ny stocks at various stages 
of  the permitting process, 
construction and operation 
of  the mine. 

There would be no re-
strictions on how the money 
given to the foundation 
would be spent.

Nez Perce
(Continued from Page A-1) 
runs in the South Fork of  the 
Salmon River downstream 
from Midas Gold’s proposed 
mine, he said.

“Gold mining, by its 
very nature, destroys and 
contaminates resources 
and habitat - resources and 
habitat that the tribe heavily 
relies on and is currently 
working to restore,” Wheel-
er said. 

“We have yet to see a mine 
that does more good than 
harm and it is our respon-
sibility to look out for our 
future generations,” he said. 

Midas Gold Corp. Pres-
ident and CEO Stephen 
Quin said the company 
was “disappointed” in the 
tribe’s vote.

Restoration work is an 
integral part of  the compa-
ny’s plans, Quin said in a 
statement.

Improving water quality 
and fish habitat are “all 
interests that we know we 
share with the tribe, and that 
the public will become more 
aware of  as the permitting 
process moves forward,” 
he said. 

Midas Gold has opened 
the mine site to the Nez Perce 
Tribe and shared technical 
information on restoration 
of  the current site and plans 
for operations and reclama-
tion of  the proposed mine, 
Quin said.

The Payette National 

Forest is expected to issue its 
draft study of  the project by 
next May, after which public 
comment will be taken and a 
final study issued.

The current schedule 
calls for a decision on the 
project during the summer 
of  2020.

Project construction 
would take an estimated 
three years and Midas Gold 
expects extraction of  gold 
and antimony would last at 
least 12 years.

Law enforcement 
investigates shooting 
of deer in McCall

Law enforcement officials 
are investigating the shoot-
ing of  a deer near the corner 
of  Lick Creek Road and Davis 
Avenue in McCall last week.

The deer was reported 
shot at about 3:15 p.m. on 
Oct. 16 near the intersection, 
McCall Police Chief  Justin 
Williams said. 

“Upon arrival, it was 
determined that a juvenile 
subject had discharged a 
firearm at a deer within 
the city limits, resulting in 
the demise of  the animal,” 
Williams said. 

The Idaho Department of  
Fish and Game was called 
to the scene and began an 
investigation, District Con-
servation Officer Marshall 
Haynes said. 

“Once the investigation is 
complete it will be referred 
to the prosecutor to decide 
on the appropriate charges,” 
Haynes said.

The animal was a doe 
mule deer and the carcass 
was preserved as evidence, 
he said.

The deer was almost cer-
tainly part of  what is know as 
McCall’s “town herd,” F&G 
Regional Wildlife Manager 
Regan Berkley said.

“There are individuals 

who feed deer near Davis 
Beach and in the Spring 
Mountain neighborhood, 
and therefore several deer 
that never leave that side of  
town,” Berkley said.

C O M M E R C E

Whitetail Club,    
Shore Lodge note  
three promotions

Shore Lodge and White-
tail Club have announced 
the promotion of  three man-
agement staff  members. 

Rick Mooney has been 
named Vice President of  
Maintenance and Develop-
ment, Adam Lott has been 
given the title Golf  Course 
Superintendent, and Nick 
Korthals has been promoted 
to Assistant Golf  Course 
Superintendent.

“We are proud to con-
gratulate Rick, Adam and 
Nick on these significant 
milestones in their profes-
sional careers,” said Dan 
Scott, president and general 
manager of  Shore Lodge and 
Whitetail Club. 

“We look forward to 
an impressive year ahead 
across the projects, facilities 
and amenities under their 
management and direc-

tion,” Scott said.
Mooney was formerly 

the director of  facilities and 
golf  course superintendent 
and has been an employee 
since 2004.

Mooney 
has man-
aged the 
construc-
tion and 
infrastruc-
ture of  
property 
develop-
ments and 
numerous 
remodeling 
projects.

These include the re-
sort’s award-winning spa 
The Cove and a trio of  new 
restaurants - The Cutwa-
ter on Payette Lake, The 
Narrows Steakhouse and 
The Bar.

Other projects under his 
supervision have included 
the Shore Lodge Discovery 
Cottages, The Fairways 
at Whitetail Club, and a 
16,000 square foot employee 
housing structure to be com-
pleted later this year. 

Mooney also is respon-
sible for golf  maintenance 
operations, companywide 
facilities and ground main-
tenance, safety, security, 
transportation and all pro-

gram management across 
real estate, resort     and 
employee housing devel-
opment.

Lott formerly had been 
Assistant Golf  Course Su-
perintendent of  Whitetail 
Club since 2013.

He is a graduate of  
Munudus Institute of  Golf  
Course Management in Ar-
izona who honed his skills 
at Jug Mountain Ranch 
and McCall golf  courses 
in McCall and Henderson 
Country Club (Kentucky) 

In his new role, Lott will 
oversee all maintenance 
operations of  Whitetail 
Club’s course.

Korthals formerly had 
been Golf  Course Foreman 
of  Whitetail Club since 2015

He previously served as 
Senior Greens Keeper and 
Environmental Technician. 
While working at Whitetail 
Club, Korthals received his 
professional certificate in 
Turf  Grass Management 
from Rutgers University.

A W A R D S

Judd DeBoer given   
lifetime achievement 
award in recreation

Brundage Mountain Re-

Judd DeBoer

sort owner Judd DeBoer 
has received the 2018 Gover-
nor’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award in Recreation and 
Tourism.

The award was presented 
during the Idaho Conference 
on Recreation and Tourism 
in Pocatello.

In 1980, DeBoer and 
his wife, Diane purchased 
Brown’s Industries, Inc., in 
McCall, including an interest 
in Brundage Mountain, of  
which Diane’s father, Warren 
Brown, was a founder.  

Since that time, the resort 
has grown by 10 times and 
now employs up to 300 people 
during peak season.  

Expansions at Brundage 
Mountain have added five 
chairlifts, snow-cat skiing 
on 18,000 acres, snowmobile 
tours, an expanded lodge and 
other facilities.

In 2006 the DeBoer family 
bought out their partner, the 
J.R. Simplot Co., becoming 
sole owners of  Brundage 
Mountain.

For most of  his adult life, 
DeBoer has been involved 
in developing businesses 
in a variety of  industries, 
recreation and tourism have 
been his focus for the past 30 
years, according to the award 
announcement.

In 2000, the DeBoer fam-
ily built the Salmon Rapids 
Lodge overlooking the Salm-
on River in Riggins.

Their son and daughter-
in-law founded and manage 
InIdaho.com. The family also 
started The Activity Barn, 
a popular lift-served tubing 
hill outside of  McCall which 
is now operated by Brundage 
Mountain Resort.  

Other businesses include 
River Ranch in McCall, 
Idaho, and Evans Building 
Center in Eagle.

DeBoer served six years 

Rick Mooney

on the Idaho Travel Coun-
cil, including one year as 
chairman.  

“His willingness to share 
his business and marketing 
experience with tourism or-
ganizations and businesses 
brings both short-term and 
long-term benefits to the 
state,” the award announce-
ment said.

He is a member and has 
served on the board of  the 
Idaho Ski Areas Association 
and the Intermountain Ski 
Areas Association, from 
which he received the “Out-
standing Contribution to the 
Sport of  Skiing” award.

WE NEED YOUR 
NEWSPAPERS

Bring your old newspapers to The 
Star-News Community Newsprint 

Exchange to share with others. The 
exchange is located on the Park 

Street side of The Star-News.

Service
Honor
Integrity

McKee
Real Estate

Anne McKee 
208 634-9213

Michael R. Gurney Agency
1607 Davis Ave. Unit 158 • McCall
MGurney@FarmersAgent.com
(208) 634-7154 • 877-531-0912 toll free

The Health Insurance 
Exchange is OPEN for 
Business . . .
and we are ready to help you get signed up!  

Subsidies, exchanges - 
What does it all mean? 

Give us a call today.

Cec Tyler for Valley 
County Commissioner

Willing to Listen / 
Make Decisions

Not will be a leader – Already 
has been a leader for over 40 
years

  Faced tough situations with Russian 
leadership and succeeded

  Led teams of international leaders to 
success

  Led your sons and daughters (most 
important natural resource) as a military 
leader/commander – team builder

Strong Foundational Skills
  BA in Accounting – Idaho State University
  MS in Mineral Economics/Operations 

Research – Colorado School of Mines
  High-level problem-solver who uses 

advanced techniques,
  MS in National Resource Strategy/Space 

Industry/Information Operations – 
National Defense University

  Trained and Applied Techniques to find 
efficiencies and reduce costs

Will Represent ALL 
the People of Valley 
County

  Seeks out the will of the 
people

  Finds opportunities to get 
input from the residents

  Will have a full-time attitude 
to get the job done

  100% focused on our 
national resources – 
successfully led & managed our 
most precious resources; your 
sons and daughters

She is not a 
“good old boy”

Endorsed by Lt Governor 
& all my neighbors

Contact Cec (208.867.6663) or 
Facebook @Cec Tyler
cectyler4vccommissioner
@cec-tyler.com
Paid for by Cec Tyler for Valley County, Gene Tyler, Treasurer


